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New data may bring expansion of 
Kent's summer reading programs 
By KRIST A S. KANO 
Reporter 

The Kent City School District 
is planning to expand its Rough 
Riders Read summer program to 
more heavily target economically 
disadvantaged students, but will 
likely end its use of the online Ac­
celerated Readers program, 
based on a data analysis by Kent 
State University. 

students typically had lower read­
ing scores in the beginning of the 
school year than they did at the 
end of the previous school year, 
which is commonly known as the 
summer slide. 

"We noticed the summer drop 
and (Kent] implemented the 
reading programs. This is good 
because not all people will really 
consider our findings as some­
thing to make a real, evidence­
based action, but Kent did this 
and that's a good thing," said 
Amal Alhadabi, a PhD. candidate 
who headed the study. 

The analysis - run by three 
graduate students in the College 
of Education, Health and Human 
Services - looked at 281 stu­
dents' scores on reading tests be­
fore and after participating in the 
two summer reading programs. 
Their work was done as part of 
the Team Kent collaboration. 

In an initial study completed 
two years ago, they found that 

Rough Riders Read brought 
the district's mobile learning lab 
to six different locations through­
out the summer and allowed stu­
dents to take home one book at 
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Jaelon Smith, 10, and King Milton, 9, sit and look at their new 

books at a Rough Riders Read event last summer. 
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each event. Organizers also provided 
food and prizes to further entice par­
ticipation. 

Accelerated Readers was an online 
reading program that the district re­
ceived for free as a pilot program. Stu­
dents would read excerpts of books 
and take tests that would propel them 
to a new level and receive prizes. The 
program was targeted to specific stu­
dents, hut anyone could participate, 
Superintendent George Joseph said. 

According to Alhadabi, the Rough 
Riders Read results showed that there 
was no significant difference between 
pre- and post-scaled scores, implying 
that the program was effective in reduc­
ing the summer reading drop. How­
ever, there was a significant drop when 
looking at national percentile rankings. 

'That unfortunately tells you that as 
well as you're doing, other districts na­
tionally are doing better, so there may 
be a case for talking to other districts 
and finding out what they're doing," 
said Steve Mitchell, associate dean for 
Administrative Affairs and Graduate 
Education and adviser of the project. 

The presented data was analyzed col­
lectively, regardless of how many Rough 
Riders Read events the student at­
tended. However, Mitchell said the team 
did find that higher engagement only 
slightly improved percentile rankings 
and did not correlate with scaled scores. 

Meanwhile, the Accelerated Read­
ers pro~am showed a sil!nificant 

drop in scores in both the scaled 
scores and percentile rankings. 

"This signals that the program did 
not create the desired effect. How­
ever, we cannot generalize this con­
clusion because there are multiple in­
tervening factors such as the regular 
summer drop, and maybe student 
characteristics because different stu­
dents participated in these two sum­
mer programs," Alhadabi said. 

The study further looked at the differ. 
enc.es in scaled scores for students who 
participated in either program based on 
gender. It found that while female stu­
dents maintained their scores throughout 
the summer, male students increased 
their scores in post-program tests. 

"This shows that males showed a 
higher growth after implementing 
these two programs. So these two 
summer programs were successful in 
closing the gender gap in reading, 
which is a good thing," Alhadabi said. 

However, the district was not as 
successful at closing the economic 
gap,Alhadabiadded. 

'The gap between the two groups are 
approximately similar before and after 
implementing the summer programs. 
The gap between the two was not ame­
liorated after implementing the summer 
progl'amS, raising the dilemma of equal­
ity versus equity," Alhadabi said. 

Alhadabi recommended that the dis­
trict implement programs to reach the 
two economic groups differently. 
Mitchell said that the district may want 
to consider the Rough Riders Read loca­
tions in tenns of transportation. noting 
that one location, Beckwith Orchards, 
was not easily acce.<;.c;ihlP tn ""'"'"m:-1
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disadvantaged students who may have 
limited access to transportation. 

"So perhaps one of the thoughts is 
that the summer reading programs 
need to target areas where you know 
there to be more economically disad­
vantaged students. With a program 
that provides equal access to all stu­
dents, everyone stays the same. If you 
really want to close the gap, you have 
to provide equitable access, which 
means not everyone gets the same ac­
cess because not everyone needs the 
same access," Mitchell said. 

Board member Pamela Ferguson 
agreed, noting that the district has a 
free or reduced lunch rate of 46%, 
meaning that nearly half of the district's 
students are considered economically 
disadvantaged. She suggested the dis­
trict partner with established summer 
food programs that already have strate­
gies to reach these populations. 

As the district digests the new infor­
mation and plans for next year's summer 
reading programs, Joseph said the dis­
trict would likely not use Accelerated 
Readers again, but would like to repli­
cate the successes of Rough Riders Read 
and address transportation concerns. 

Joseph said they are now looking at 
their most successful Rough Riders 
Read events, like the one at Al Lease 
Park that was in walking distance for 
many students, and find additional loca­
tions that could gamer the same results. 

"We'll try something in downtown 
Kent, somewhere off a P ARTA line 
so it's easy to take, and we're consid­
ering how we can get PARTA passes 
for families and invite them. so thPu 








